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LINK MUST BREAK IN
IN THIS AREA

LOOP PERMANENTLY
SECURED

§160.073-15 Tests.

(a) The manufacturer shall perform a
tensile test on the first three links
made from a particular spool of wire.
The test must be done by slowly load-
ing the link until it breaks. The link
must break between the limits speci-
fied in §160.073-10(b). The break must
occur in the length of wire at or be-
tween the points where the loops are
secured (see Figure 160.073-10).

(b) If each of the three links passes
the test, each link constructed in the
same manner from the same spool of
wire may be certified by the manufac-
turer as meeting the requirements of
this subpart.

(c) If one or more of the three links
fails the test, no link manufactured in
the same manner and from the same
spool of wire as the test links may be
certified as meeting the requirements
of this subpart.

§160.073-20 Marking.

(a) Each link certified by the manu-
facturer to meet the requirements of
this subpart must have a corrosion re-
sistant, waterproof tag attached to it
that has the following information on
it (the manufacturer must make the
appropriate entries in the indicated
space):

FLOAT-FREE LINK FOR LIFE FLOATS
AND BUOYANT APPARATUS
Of (10 or less) (11 to 20) (21 or more) persons ca-

pacity.
Normal breaking strength
Meets U.S. coast guard
Requirements—46 CFR 160.073.
Made by: (name and address)

§160.076-5

(Date)
(b) [Reserved]

Subpart 160.076—Inflatable Rec-
reational Personal Flotation
Devices

SOURCE: CGD 94-110, 60 FR 32848, June 23,
1995, unless otherwise noted.

§160.076-1 Scope.

(a) This subpart contains structural
and performance standards for ap-
proval of inflatable recreational per-
sonal flotation devices (PFDs), as well
as requirements for production follow-
up inspections, associated manuals, in-
formation pamphlets, and markings.

(b) Inflatable PFDs approved under
this subpart—

(1) Rely entirely upon inflation for
buoyancy; and

(2) Are approved for use by adults
only.

§160.076-3 Applicability.

Inflatable PFDs approved under this
subpart may be used to meet the car-
riage requirements of 33 CFR 175.15 and
175.17 on the following types of vessels
only:

(a) Recreational vessels.

(b) TUninspected recreational
mersible vessels.

sub-

§160.076-5 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Commandant means the Chief of the
Lifesaving and Fire Safety Standards
Division, Marine Safety and Environ-
mental Protection. Address: Com-
mandant (G-PSE-4), U.S. Coast Guard
Headquarters, 2100 Second St., SW.,
Washington, DC 20593-0001; phone: 202—
372-1392; facsimile: 202-372-1924.

Conditional approval means a cat-
egory of PFD which has condition(s) on
its approval with which the user must
comply in order for the PFD to be
counted toward meeting the carriage
requirements of the vessel being used.
All conditionally approved PFDs are
designated Approval Type V.

First quality workmanship means con-
struction which is free from any defect
materially affecting appearance or
serviceability.
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§160.076-7

Inflation medium means any solid, lig-
uid, or gas that, when activated, pro-
vides inflation for buoyancy.

Inspector means a recognized labora-
tory representative assigned to per-
form, supervise or oversee the duties
described in §§160.076-29 and 160.076-31
of this subpart or any Coast Guard rep-
resentative performing duties related
to the approval.

MOU means memorandum of under-
standing which describes the approval
functions a recognized independent lab-
oratory performs for the Coast Guard,
and the recognized independent labora-
tory’s working arrangements with the
Coast Guard.

Performance type means the in-water
performance classification of the PFD
(I, I1, or III).

PFD means personal flotation device
as defined in 33 CFR 175.13.

PFD Approval Type means the Type
designation assigned by the Com-
mandant, as documented in the ap-
proval certificate for the PFD, based
primarily on the in-water performance
and serviceability of the PFD.

Plans and specifications means the
drawings, product description, con-
struction specifications, and bill of ma-
terials submitted in accordance with
§160.076-13 for approval of a PFD de-
sign.

[CGD 94-110, 60 FR 32848, June 23, 1995, as
amended by CGD 95-072, 60 FR 50466, Sept. 29,
1995; CGD 94-110, 61 FR 13945, Mar. 28, 1996;
CGD 96-041, 61 FR 50733, Sept. 27, 1996; USCG—
2006-25697; 71 FR 55747, Sept. 25, 2006]

§160.076-7 PFD Approval Type.

(a) An inflatable PFD may be ap-
proved without conditions as a Type I,
II, or IIT PFD for persons over 36 kg (80
1b) if it meets the requirements of this
subpart.

(b) Each inflatable PFD that can be
demonstrated to meet the in-water per-
formance requirements of a type I, II
or IITI PFD in UL 1180 during approval
testing and the applicable require-
ments of this subpart provided that
certain conditions are placed on its
use, may be approved as a Type V PFD.
Each such PFD has conditional ap-
proval.

[CGD 94-110, 60 FR 32848, June 23, 1995, as

amended by CGD 94-110, 61 FR 13945, Mar. 28,
1996]
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§160.076-9 Conditional approval.

(a) A conditionally approved inflat-
able PFD is categorized as a Type V
PFD and may be used to meet the
Coast Guard PFD carriage require-
ments of 33 CFR part 175 only if the
PFD is used in accordance with any re-
quirements on the approval label.
PFDs marked ‘‘Approved only when
worn’’ must be worn whenever the ves-
sel is underway and the intended wear-
er is not within an enclosed space if the
PFD is intended to be used to satisfy
the requirements of 33 CFR part 175.
Note: Additional approved PFDs may
be needed to satisfy the requirements
of 33 CFR part 175 if ‘“‘Approved only
when worn’ PFDs are not worn.

(b) PFDs not meeting the perform-
ance specifications for type I, II, or III
PFDs in UL 1180 may be classified as
Type V, conditionally approved PFDs,
when the Commandant determines that
the performance or design characteris-
tics of the PFD make such classifica-
tion appropriate.

[CGD 94-110, 60 FR 32848, June 23, 1995, as
amended by CGD 94-110, 61 FR 13945, Mar. 28,
1996]

§160.076-11 Incorporation by ref-
erence.
(a) Certain materials are incor-

porated by reference into this subpart
with the approval of the Director of the
Federal Register in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. To en-
force any edition other than the one
listed in paragraph (b) of this section,
the Coast Guard must publish notice of
the change in the FEDERAL REGISTER,
and the material must be available to
the public. All approved material is
available for inspection at the National
Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) and at the U.S. Coast Guard,
Lifesaving and Fire Safety Division (G-
MSE—4), 2100 Second Street, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20593-0001, and is available
from the sources indicated in para-
graph (b) of this section. For informa-
tion on the availability of this mate-
rial at NARA, call 202-741-6030, or go
to: hitp://www.archives.gov/
federal register/

code of federal regulations/

ibr locations.html.
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